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DAYTON
NEWS RELEASE
KATHLEEN McCHESNEY, ARCHBISHOP PILARCZYK, SURVIVOR OF SEXUAL ABUSE
HEADLINE "THE WOUNDED BODY OF CHRIST: SEXUAL ABUSE IN THE CHURCH"
DAYTON, Ohio - Some of the key voices in the sexual abuse crisis in The Catholic
church will be heard at the University of Dayton in an in-depth lecture series, "The Wounded
Body of Christ: Sexual Abuse in the Church."
Speakers include the archbishop of Cincinnati, the former FBI official who heads the
bishops' Office of Child and Youth Protection, a survivor of sexual abuse who spoke to the
bishops at their meeting in Dallas in 2002, and an internationally known clinical psychologist
and consultant on sexual abuse.
"Our hope is that through informed and open conversations we might contribute to the
upbuilding of the life of the church in these critical times," said Sandra Yocum Mize, chair of the
religious studies department. The lecture series, which will continue for three semesters through
winter 2005, is sponsored by the University of Dayton president's office, religious studies
department and campus ministry.
The lecture series is free and open to the public. Dates and speakers are:
•

Tuesday, Feb. 3 - Anna Salter: "A Clinical Perspective on Sexual Abusers of
Children," 7 p.m., Heck Courtroom. Salter, who earned a Ph.D. in clinical
psychology and public practice from Harvard University, is a consultant and
author on sexual abuse, sex offenders and victimization. She has conducted
training in 45 states and eight countries. She also evaluates sex offenders for civil
commitment proceedings and testifies as an expert witness in sexual abuse civil
and criminal cases. Salter, who previously served on the faculty of Dartmouth
Medical School, won the 1997 significant achievement award from the
Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers. She is the author of Predators:

Pedophiles, Rapists and Other Sex Offenders: Who They Are, How They Operate and
How We Can Protect Ourselves and Our Children (2003); Transforming Trauma: A
Guide to Understanding and Treating Adult Survivors of Child Sexual Abuse (1995);
and Treating Child Sex Offenders and Victims: A Practical Guide (1988). For more
information, see http:/ /www.annasalter.com/.
•

Thursday, Feb. 26- Craig Martin and Lief Noll, 7 p.m., Sears Recital Hall.
Martin, who was abused at age 11 by a priest in Forest Lake, Minn., was invited
to speak at the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops meeting in Dallas in June
2002. The church "has tried to handle this problem internally for so long," Martin
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told the bishops. "This has only increased the secrecy and helped the church
continue to have control over those who have been hurt. Is the church willing or
able to give that type of power back to those who have been traumatized?"
Martin's complete statement can be read at
http:/ /www.usccb.org/bishops/martin.hhn. Noll is a licensed clinical
psychologist with a master's degree in psychology who has worked extensively
with both victims and perpetrators of sexual abuse. He currently works at Mercy
Professional Services in Cincinnati.

•

•

Wednesday, March 10- Archbishop Daniel E. Pilarczyk: "What Were the
Bishops Thinking?" 7 p.m., Kennedy Union Ballroom. In November, the
archdiocese of Cincinnati was found guilty of criminal charges for failing to
report sexual abuse of children involving priests. On behalf of the archdiocese,
Pilarczyk pleaded no contest to five misdemeanor counts of failure to report a
crime. In a no contest plea, a defendant does not admit guilt but acknowledges
the facts of the evidence. In a statement regarding the settlement, Pilarczyk said,
"Today in the name of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati I am taking full
responsibility for certain acts that occurred some time ago. Instances of child
abuse that should have been reported to civil authorities were apparently not
reported. I apologize to the household of the faith and to our civic community for
this deficiency. It was wrong and I am sorry that it happened." Pilarczyk also
created a $3 million fund to compensate persons who were abused as minors by
the clergy or other agents of the archdiocese. Compensation will be available to
all victims whose abuse has not already been brought to closure by agreement or
court decision, he said.
Monday, March 29 - Kathleen McChesney: "In Search of the Facts: Current
Findings of the USCCB Studies," 7 p.m., Kennedy Union Ballroom. McChesney,
a former FBI official, heads the U.S. bishops' Office of Child and Youth
Protection, which works to ensure that the new U.S.-Vatican requirements- the
2002 Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People- are
implemented in every U.S. diocese. McChesney's office released an audit Jan. 6
that showed that most dioceses are complying with the mandatory discipline
plan for sexually abusive priests. Her responsibilities include gathering the
statistics of clergy accused of crimes and the number and ages of victims. She has
commissioned another study, to be released Feb. 27, that marks the first time the
church will share its own record of the number of abuse cases between 1950 and
2002. McChesney, who holds a Ph.D. in public administration, had a 31-year
law enforcement career that culminated iilleading one of the FBI's four divisions
as executive assistant director for law enforcement services and coordinating the
bureau's work with 18,000 police agencies. She sees her work with the church as
a chance to fix what's broken. She told St. Anthony Messenger this year, "As
intelligent, rational people, our obligation, because of our faith, is to try and fix
those things, to make things right. It's a blessing to be able to do so." For more,
see http:/ /www.americancatholic.org/Messenger/ Apr2003/Featurel.asp.

Each presentation in "The Wounded Body of Christ" series will include a 45-minute
lecture followed by questions. After a break, participants will reconvene for a discussion
followed by a brief prayer at 9 p.m.
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